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Seniors Selected as 2017 National Merit 
Scholarship Semifinalist, Commended Students
Senior Alexander Thompson has been selected as a 
semifinalist in the 2017 National Merit Scholarship Program. 
Additionally, five other seniors were named as Commended 
Students. 

The Commended Students are Drosos Kardulias, Jessica 
Lyons, Austin McCully, Emma Strong and Rachel Wood. 

About 1.6 million juniors in more than 22,000 high schools 
entered the 2017 National Merit Scholarship Program by 
taking the 2015 Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship 
Qualifying Test. Commended Students placed among the 
top five percent of more than 1.6 million students who 
entered the competition. 

The nationwide pool of semifinalists represents less than 
one percent of U.S. high school seniors. Semifinalists, 
including Alexander, will have the opportunity to continue in 
the National Merit Scholarship competition for some 7,500 
scholarships worth about $33 million that will be offered 
next spring. 

To be selected, semifinalists must maintain an outstanding 
academic record throughout high school, be endorsed and 
recommended by a high school official, write an essay and 
earn SAT scores that confirm earlier performance on the 
qualifying test. Finalists will be announced in four nationwide 
news releases beginning in April and concluding in July. 

Congratulations to all those students who were recognized, 
and good luck to Alexander in the final part of the competition! 

Emma Strong Rachel Wood

Alexander Thompson

Jessica Lyons  Austin McCully

Drosos Kardulias
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The financial picture for the 2016-17 
school year is very stable with total 
budget (all funds) for the Wooster City 
Schools set at $57,030,875.  
The General Fund is the largest fund of 
the district making up $43,260,875, or 
76% of expected annual expenditures. 
This fund accounts for the day to day 
cost of operation to include the cost of 
employees, related educational support 
services, instructional materials and 
supplies, grounds, maintenance and 
custodial services, utilities, student 
transportation services, technology and 
equipment replacement. General Fund 

revenue in support of these planned 
expenditures is estimated at $45,590,928.
The balance of the district budget is 
comprised of a number of smaller funds 
each with their own funding source 
above and beyond what is received 
into the larger General Fund. These 
additional revenues are each required to 
be accounted for separately, but when 
combined, total $13,770,000.  These 
funds consist of various forms of local, 
state, and federal dollars each with 
restrictions for use as determined by 
the respective funding source. Such 
funds include the self-supporting Food 

Service Fund (cafeteria services), the 
Permanent Improvement Fund (capital 
maintenance), Student Activity & Athletic 
Funds, state grants for early childhood 
and alternative education services, and 
federal grants funds such as Title I, 
Title IDEA B and Title II-A. These funds 
allow for the delivery of a number of vital 
supplementary programs and services to 
the district and its students.  
If you have questions or would like 
additional information, please contact me 
at 330.988.1111 ext. 1231 or 
wstr_bwest@woostercityschools.org. 

By: Bonnie West, TreasurerFinancial Update

Learn about the benefits of energy efficiency with 
AEP Ohio’s Community Energy Savers program. 

Participate by November 30th to help the city of Wooster  
receive funding from AEP Ohio for improvement projects  

at the Park facilities and LED street lighting upgrades!

WOOSTER

Participate Today at  
CommunityEnergySavers.com
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22.7% 

State: TPP 
Reimbursement =8.4% 

State: Homestead / 
Rollback = 6.4% 

Misc. Local Revenue = 2.7% 
Other Sources = 2.3% 

Wooster City School District 

FY 2017 General Fund Revenue 
$45,590,928 

Local  = 57.5%

State: Per Pupil Funding = 22.7%

State: TPP Reimbursement =8.4%

State: Homestead / Rollback = 6.4%

Misc. Local Revenue = 2.7%

Other Sources = 2.3%

Capital Outlay (2%) 
Other  (1%) Transfers (2%) 

Supplies & Materials (4%) 

Purchased Services (18%) 

Salary & Benefits (73%) 

Wooster City School District 
FY 2017 

 General Fund Appropriation 
$43,260,875 

Capital Outlay (2%)

Other  (1%)

Transfers (2%)

Supplies & Materials (4%)

Purchased Services (18%)

Salary & Benefits (73%)



October 2016 :: Volume 7 :: Issue 4

3Find “Wooster City School District” on Facebook

The Wooster City 
School District 
uses 30 buses 
to transport 
approximately 
1,900 students. 
Our professional 
school bus drivers, 
collectively, make 
2,300 stops 

and travel more than 2,000 miles every 
day. In an effort to continuously improve 
transportation services for our students and 
families, we are excited to introduce a new 
global positioning system (GPS) technology 
known as Here Comes the Bus®.

Here Comes the Bus® allows students to 
use an ID card to scan on and off of any bus 
at any time, via a barcode scanner. The red 
laser scanner is mounted in the entranceway 
of the bus, allowing for a quick swipe on and 
off as the student boards and departs. This 
provides up-to-the-minute reporting to school 
officials and parents on where a student is 
while riding the bus.
Parents who log into Here Comes the 
Bus® will see the option for selecting not 
only their child’s stop, but also if their child 
scanned on or off. Parents can also see the 
direction and pace the bus is traveling and 
anticipate potential delays in pick-up or drop-
off times. 

The app is FREE for all parents in the 
district. The idea behind the app is to reduce 
stress for working parents who need to know 
that their child made it safely to school and 
back home. With Here Comes the Bus®, 
parents will know that their child is safe just 
by pulling out their phone. The app will also 
reduce the amount of time that children are 
standing at their bus stop, increasing their 
safety. 
The Wooster City School District’s number 
one priority is the safety of its students. 
By investing in this technology, we are 
increasing the level of safety for our 
students on their ride to and from school, 
as well as providing parents with an added 
level of comfort and information. For more 
information about the app, visit  
www.herecomesthebus.com. 

Boys & Girls Club to Celebrate Opening of New Addition

The Wooster Boys & Girls Club’s new addition 
is almost ready to open! Currently, the district’s 
goal is to open the new club with an official 
ribbon-cutting in January. 

The new addition will allow the Wooster Boys & 
Girls Club, currently hosted at Edgewood Middle 
School, to serve more students who want to 
join and to expand its programming options. 
Additionally, the Boys & Girls Club currently only 
serves students in fifth through eighth grades. 
After the new building opens, the Club will begin 
working toward opening itself to students in 
ninth through twelfth grades. 

“Sharing the space with Edgewood has been 
a great start, but this expansion was definitely 
needed,” said Christine Montelione, Executive 

Director of the Boys & Girls Club. “When we 
have our own space, we will be able to create 
more of a ‘club’ atmosphere and give kids a 
space that they can call their own.”

The construction was funded by a grant through 
Ohio Attorney General Mike DeWine’s office. 
Part of the construction includes creating a 
large group area and purchasing some new 
technology, which was funded by a different 
grant.

The Wooster Boys & Girls Club is open for 
morning programs at 7 a.m. and is open after 
school until 7 p.m. There is also an eight-week 
summer program open to students in third 
through eighth grade.  

After the ribbon cutting in January, students and 

parents will be able to tour the new building 
during an open house. 

“We are very pleased to almost be finished 
with the construction of the new Wooster Boys 
& Girls Club,” said Superintendent Dr. Michael 
Tefs. “It is going to be a fabulous facility for our 
students and will provide them with additional 
programming and activities they can use to build 
academic and social skills.”

The Wooster Boys & Girls club serves more than 
200 students during the school year, as well as 
providing meals and transportation after school. 
The program provides teacher-led homework 
assistance and enrichment programs including 
music club, leadership clubs and teen-specific 
programming. 

Free Here Comes the Bus  App Allows Parents to Monitor 
Location of Their Child’s Bus

®
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Fall 2016 Calendar of Events
Friday, October 21 
NO SCHOOL - Teacher Inservice Day 
End of 1st Nine Weeks (Gr. 5-12)
Saturday, October 22 
WHS: ACT Testing
Tuesday, October 25 
WHS: Marching Band Concert - PAC - 7:30 p.m. 
Board of Education Meeting:  WHS LGIR - 7:00 p.m.
Friday, October 28 
Cornerstone: Make a Difference Day 
Melrose: Book Character Dress Up
Thursday, November 3 
Cornerstone: Domino Dough Night
Friday, November 4 
NO SCHOOL - Release Day for PTC 
 
Saturday, November 5 
WHS: SAT Testing
Sunday, November 6 
Daylight Saving Time Ends: Set clocks back one hour 
Thursday, November 10 
WHS/Edgewood: Gr. 6 - 8 - Orchestra Concert - EWMS Gym - 7:30 p.m. 
Melrose: Domino’s Pizza Night
Wednesday, November 11 
Edgewood: Veterans Day Celebration
Saturday, November 12 
WHS: Drama Club and Music Department Present “Guys and Dolls” -  
WHS PAC - 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, November 13 
WHS: Drama Club and Music Department Present “Guys and Dolls” 
- WHS PAC - 2 p.m.

Tuesday, November 15 
Edgewood: Gr. 6-7 - Choir - EWMS Cafeteria - 7:30 p.m. 
End of 1st Trimester (Gr. K-4)
Thursday, November 17 
Edgewood: Gr. 6-7 - Band - EWMS Cafeteria - 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, November 19 
WHS: Drama Club and Music Department  Present “Guys and 
Dolls” - WHS PAC - 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, November 20 
WHS: Drama Club and Music Department Present “Guys and Dolls” 
- WHS PAC - 2 p.m.
Monday, November 21 
Board of Education Work Session: Central Office - 7 p.m. 
 
November 23 - 25 
NO SCHOOL: Thanksgiving Break
Tuesday, November 29 
Board of Education Meeting: WHS LGIR - 7:00 p.m.
Thursday, December 1 
Cornerstone: Domino Dough Night
Saturday, December 3 
WHS: SAT Testing 
 
Thursday, December 8 
Melrose: Domino’s Pizza Night
Saturday, December 10 
WHS: ACT Testing
Monday, December 12 
WHS: Rotary Orchestra & Choir Performance - PAC - 3:30 p.m. 
WHS: Gr. 9-12 - Orchestra Holiday Concert - PAC - 7:30 p.m. 
Board of Education Work Session: Central Office - 7 p.m.
Tuesday, December 13 
WHS: Gr. 8 - Band Concert - PAC - 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, December 17 
WHS: Music Parents’ Pancake Breakfast - WHS Cafeteria -  
8:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
WHS: Tuba Christmas - WHS PAC - 12:00 - 1:00 p.m.
Monday, December 19 
Edgewood: Spelling Bee - EWMS Gym - 1 p.m.
Tuesday, December 20 
WHS: ACT Testing 
WHS: Gr. 8-12 - Winter Choir Concert - PAC - 7:30 p.m. 
Board of Education Meeting: WHS LGIR - 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, December 21 
End of 2nd Nine Weeks (Gr. 5-8)
December 22 - January 3 
NO SCHOOL: Winter Break
Wednesday, January 4 
School Resumes
Thursday, January 5 
Cornerstone: Domino Dough Night
Tuesday, January 10 
Edgewood: Geography Bee - EWMS Gym - 1 p.m.
Thursday, January 12 
WHS: Winter Band Concert - PAC - 7:30 p.m.
Monday, January 16 
NO SCHOOL: Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Friday, January 20 
2-Hour Delay - Teacher Inservice
Saturday, January 21 
WHS: SAT Testing
Thursday, January 26 
WCS Music Faculty Recital: Zion Lutheran Church - 7:30 p.m.



October 2016 :: Volume 7 :: Issue 4

5Find “Wooster City School District” on Facebook

David Snider Receives 2016 Wooster City 
School District Outstanding Teacher Award

David Snider, science teacher at 
Wooster High School, received the 
17th Annual Wooster City School 
District Outstanding Teacher 
Award. This award recognizes 
teachers whose performance both 
inside and outside the classroom 
goes above and beyond the 
ordinary.

David can take any material, 
regardless of topic or complexity, 
and break it down so that anyone 
can understand it. He never 
ceases to amaze the science staff 

with the way he thinks outside 
of the box, developing new and 
creative ways to excite and inspire 
his students.

David has taught in the Wooster 
City School District for more 
than 30 years. He was one 
of the primary creators of the 
high school’s Science in the 
Community program and is said 
to be able to teach anything, from 
building a raised flower bed to 
his Advanced Placement (AP) 
science courses. 

The award comes with an 
unrestricted $5,000 cash stipend, 
funded by the Ralph R. and 
Grace B. Jones Foundation. It 
is awarded to those who show 
a special dedication to their 
students, contribute outside the 
classroom by serving the larger 
community and demonstrate 
respect for students, peers and 
the community.

Congratulations, David! 

Creating a Culture of Literacy
The Wooster City School District 
is committed to ensuring that all 
children view themselves as readers 
and writers.  At school, children 
are engaged daily in a wide variety 
of hands-on reading and writing 
opportunities.  At home, parents/
caregivers have an incredible 
influence on a child’s literacy 
development.  A few ways to get 
started include reading aloud to and 
with your child, talking and asking 
questions with your child and writing 
for many purposes.  

The district is striving to bring the 
culture of literacy to life in our 
schools and community and looks 
forward to creating long lasting 
partnerships.

A few examples of what is happening 

currently in our elementary schools 
include:

Melrose:  Mystery readers visit every 
Thursday to read in the kindergarten 
and first grade classrooms.  Visitors 
have included a school board 
member, Miss Claudia and her 
therapy dog, Mupples, as well as the 
Wooster fire and police chiefs.

Kean:  Kean’s WILD About Words 
challenge is designed to promote 
vocabulary.  Children use the 
vocabulary word of the week in 
a sentence along with a picture 
to match.  Student work is then 
displayed on the bulletin board 
outside of the office.  Children are 
loving to write!

Parkview: Students who met the 
challenge of reading 1000 minutes 

during the summer become 
members of Club 1000.  
Once the students reach 
their goal, they are given 
two books; one to keep 
and one to give to another 
student to encourage them 
to join Club 1000.  In 
addition, the school’s library 
will temporarily be named 
after each fourth grader who 
participated.

Cornerstone:  Students 
are actively engaged in the 
Writing Workshop model 
as they write daily in their 
classrooms.  This model 
includes a mini-lesson 
followed by independent 
writing, conferencing and 
time to celebrate as writers! 

Below: Wooster Fire Chief Saley serves 
as a mystery reader to a first-grade 
class at Melrose Elementary.
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The Wooster Way
During the 2015-2016 school year, the 
Wooster City School District adopted the 
Rachel’s Challenge curriculum and became 
a Rachel’s Challenge school district. Rachel 
Joy Scott was the first person killed during 
the shooting at Columbine High School 
in 1999. After her death, students told her 
parents stories of her kindness, inspiring 
them to create Rachel’s Challenge. The 
organization encourages students to create 
a permanent positive change not only in 
themselves, but in their schools, homes and 
communities. 

In June, a representative from each building 
in the district met to discuss how Wooster 
was more than just a Rachel’s Challenge 
district. Wooster offers many programs that 
promote social, emotional and physical 
well-being, including ALICE drills, Buddy 
Benches and the Olweus Anti-Bullying 
Program. The district has decided to 
incorporate all of these programs into a 
single initiative: The Wooster Way. 

The Wooster Way will be more than a 
committee of people. It will be a community 
of stakeholders who band together to 

positively change the social and emotional 
well-being of students in the district. 

The district is developing a survey for all 
faculty and staff, parents and students to 
help design a curriculum that values and 
develops the whole child. The survey will 
identify Wooster’s strengths and areas of 
concern. Eventually, the team will create 
a four-year district-wide plan based on the 
survey results. 

The Wooster Way will become an umbrella 
term for everything the district offers to 
support its students’ emotional, social and 
physical well-being. Rachel’s Challenge will 
still be used this school year. The Wooster 
Way will be implemented beginning with the 
2017-2018 school year. 

 
 
 

Ask about our Refer-A-Friend program

Accounts designed with you in mind
Mobile and Online Banking with 24-Hour Access

Student Savings Accounts • Debit Cards

Four convenient banking centers in Wooster 
800.414.1103 • waynesavings.com
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Follis Field Locker Room Construction Underway

Simonson Construction has begun construction of new locker rooms at Wooster High School, located at the south entrance of Follis Field.
The project is moving forward with the company preparing the land for excavation. The project is estimated to be completed in March 2017. 
“Right now, all of our football players and the majority of student athletes have to head east on Oldman Road and cross the street to get to the locker 
room facilities at the Dean Davis building,” said Mike Foore, manager of buildings and grounds at Wooster. “We have this wonderful new stadium, and it 
only makes sense to give our athletes a better, safer space to prepare for games and practice. 
The locker rooms will be utilized by all student athletes. The facility includes a pavilion on one end of the locker rooms to help organize sporting events 
and community events, such as the Relay for Life. The locker rooms will also provide additional cover in the event of thunderstorms or other serious 
weather events. 
There are two separate locker rooms within the facility in order to provide locker rooms for home teams and visiting teams, or to provide boys locker 
rooms and girls locker rooms during track and field meets. The locker room will be used for nine months out of the year. 

Wooster High School Student Receives 2-D 
Best of Show Award at the Wayne County Fair

Wooster 
High 
School 
student 
Hannah 
Taylor 
received 
the 2-D 
Best of 

Show Award at the Wayne County 
Fair, which took place September 
10-15. Hannah submitted an oil pastel 
landscape pointillism that focused on 
her grandparents’ property. Her piece 
was titled Goodbye in memory of her 
grandmother.

“Hannah is a remarkable artist with a 
detail-oriented eye,” said Tricia Taggart, 

Wooster High School art teacher. “Her 
natural artistic ability is impressive to 
have developed at such a young age. 
I am proud of her dedication to every 
piece of her artwork.”

All submissions were required to 
demonstrate a personal connection 
with a landscape of the students’ 
choice. Students spent several weeks 
creating their pieces of artwork. 
Judging was completed on September 
1, by one professional artist from 
outside of Wayne County and one art 
educator. Each piece was examined 
and discussed regarding technique, 
creativity, originality and craftsmanship.

More than 300 entries were on 

display from all 10 Wayne County high 
schools in the Tri-County Educational 
Service Center, including Chippewa, 

Dalton, Smithville, Northwestern, 
Norwayne, Orrville, Rittman, Triway, 
Waynedale and Wooster. 
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Sports Resources Committee Seeks Pledges 
to Construct Athletic Performance Center

Make Curry Your Choice for Buildings and Material

D.C. Curry Lumber 
& Pole Building Co. 

331 West Henry St.   
Wooster, OH 44691

330 264-5223
www.currylumber.com& Pole Building Co. 

 ~ Lumber ~  ~ Sheathing ~

~ Remodeling & Repairs ~  ~ Custom Woodworking ~

~ Homes ~

~ Garages ~

~ Blow-in Insulati on ~ ~ Overhead Doors ~

~ Gutt ers ~
~ Barns ~ ~ Decks ~

 ~ Hardware ~~ Railing ~

~ Windows ~ ~ Doors ~

The Wooster Sports Resources Committee is currently seeking pledges to construct 
a new weight and training room, known as the athletic performance center, to be 
attached to the home team’s locker room, located at the south entrance of Follis 
Field. 

The total cost of the athletic performance center is $500,000. The committee has 
until January 31, 2017 to collect the funds, as construction on the locker room has 
begun and will be completed by the spring. The district’s goal is to have the athletic 
performance center built simultaneously with the new locker room. 

“We thought the new locker room construction was the perfect opportunity to build 
a training room for student athletes,” said Sports Resources Committee Chair David 
Wigham. “It will be attached to the locker room so any sports team can use the 
locker room, then go right next door to train. This is an exciting project; however, 
we have a lot of money to raise and not a lot of time to raise it.” 

All donations for this project will go to the Wooster Booster Club, a 501(c)(3) 
organization, into a separate account opened under the booster club specifically for 
these donations. Everyone who contributes will receive a tax deductible receipt. 

If you would like to make a pledge, please fill out the form below and send 
to:

Andy Kellar
Wooster High School
515 Oldman Rd. 
Wooster, OH 44691

Sports Resources Committee – Athletic Performance 
Center Pledge

I would like to make a pledge in the amount of $_______________ 
to the Athletic Performance Center. 

Name __________________________________________________ 

E-mail __________________________________________________ 

Phone __________________________________________________ 

Thank you for your pledge! 

WHS Drama Club to Present “Guys and Dolls”

Show times:

Location: WHS Performing Arts Center.

Tickets are $12 for adults, and $8 for students and seniors. 

Purchase tickets at www.whsdramaclub.weebly.com or at the theatre door.

• Saturday, November 12 at 7:30 p.m.

• Sunday, November 13 at 2 p.m.

• Saturday, November 19 at 7:30 p.m.

• Sunday, November 20 at 2 p.m.


